
remember to have met with a single one who had the
barking cough of puberty.The concluding portion of the paper was as follows :

The par vagum is a chummy, friendly nerve. It is
the source of all our friendships. We dine together,
meet together, drink together, by its influence. And
in an assembly of people a cough will immediately be
answered by coughs through the hall. One watching,
too, who knows what he hears, will recognize the short
hack of pathological conditions at the apices of the
lungs ; or it may be spasmodic, which indicates the
lower part of the chest near the diaphragm as the loca-
tion of the disease ; or the cough may be simply catar-
rhal or nervous ; or he may hear the scraping of the
throat, the bringing up of mucus, with a rasping noise,
which is a peculiar cough, and indicates old pleuritic
adhesions relieved thus by a constant flow of mucus.
Sometimes you may pick out of an audience several
such, but whenever you hear this sign, you may look
for a thin, nervous, Cassius-like individual, who thinks
too much ; for the scraping of the throat, the thin,
anxious, worrying individual and old adhesions go to-
gether.

Recent Literature.
Text-Book of Hygiene. A Comprehensive Treatise on

the Principles and Practice of Preventive Medicine,
from an American standpoint. By George H.
Roh\l=e'\, M.D. Second Edition. Philadelphia and
London, 1890.
In this text-book Dr. Robé has brought together " tho

essential facts upon which the art of preserving health
is based, and presents them to the reader in clear
and easily understood language."

This second edition is much improved by the intro-
duction of illustrations and charts. Nearly every
chapter contains valuable additional material. The
principal additions are in the chapters an Air, Water,
and Quarantine. The latter is contributed by Surgeon
W. Wyman, of the Marine-Hospital Service.

The topics treated in the different chapters are as
follows : Air, Water, Food, Soil, Removal of Sewage,
Habitations, Hospitals, School Hygiene, Industrial
Hygiene, Military Hygiene, Naval Hygiene, Prison
Hygiene, Exercise, Bathing, Clothing, Disposal of the
Dead, The Germ Theory, Contagion and Infection.
History of Epidemic Diseases, Disinfectants, etc.,
Vital Statistics, Quarantine.

Health officers, physicians and students will find the
volume a trustworthy text-book upon the subjects of
which it treats.

Massage; a Primer for Nurses. By Sarah E. Post,
M.D. 12mo, pp. 51. New York: The Nightin-
gale Publishing Co. 1890.
This little manual is made up of lectures delivered

before the training school at Orange, N. J. The value
of such a book, in comparison with personal instruction
by actual performance of massage, is, as the author
admits, very slight. Admitting the necessity of such
a work this little volume seems to have fulfilled its
purpose tolerably well. No one can learn massage
from it, but to the nurse who already kuows the prin-
ciples of massage it will prove a useful guide in direct-
ing her in the application of maBsage to different parts
of the body, aud for the various ends desired.
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A CASE OF EXTENSIVE RESECTION OF THE
STOMACH.

The Rôle of the Stomach in Digestion.

At a meeting of the Royal Society of the Physi-
cians of Vienna, Porges recently presented a patient
on whom Maydl had practised the resection of a large
portion of the stomach. The patient was a man aged
fifty-seven years^ who had been for several years
affected with gastric troubles, and who, when he
entered Maydl's Bervice, presented in the region of
the stomach a hard and mobile tumor, the size of a

closed fist. This tumor was a carcinoma which occu-

pied almost the whole of the greater curvature, and
involved more than half of the periphery of the stom-
ach. Maydl resected a fragment of the stomach
seventeen centimetres in length and eighteen in width.
The greatly dilated condition of the stomach enabled
the surgeon to effect perfect reunion of the duodenal
end to the extremity of the cardia. The results of
the operation were excellent ; twelve dayB after the
operation, the patient ate hashed meat, and at the end
of three weeks, he left the hospital cured. His weight
increased by eighteen kilogrammes and a half. Five
months after the operation (the day of his presenta-
tion to the Society) the patient was well, aud presented
no trace of a return of the disease.

The interest of the case, according to Maydl, is
centred in the fact that the resection was practised in
the continuity of the stomach, without resection of
the pylorus. Despite the great extent of the part
ex8ected, digestion was perfoctly performed.

At the same meeting, Kahler remarked that the
entire stomach had been extirpated in dogs without
any sensible impairment of the digestion ; this proves
that the small intestine may to a great extent take the
place of the stomach in the digestion of food. This fact
also finds confirmation in clinical experience, for we

often observe a normal digestion in individuals affected
with gastric catarrh with atrophy of the pepsin glands.
In fact, at a meeting of the Société de Biologie (held
February 14, 1891), it was announced that Mathieu

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 8, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



and Keinmal had, by their researches, arrived at the
same conclusions as Heidenhain and Czemy, to wit,
that the gastric mucous membrane " plays but a very
secondary rôle from the point of view of digeBtion."

COLUMBIA COLLEGE AND THE COLLEGE OF
PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF THE CITY
OF NEW YORK.
By the new arrangement made between Columbia

College and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of
the City of New York an old medical school is to be
supplied with a handsome endowment. The Medical
School becomes an integral part of Columbia, exactly
as are the Law School, the School of Mines, the
School of Political Science, etc. The trustees of the
present Medical School go out of existence, having
previously transferred to the trustees of Columbia their
land, buildings, equipment, and their small endowment
fund. Columbia agrees to use all that she receives
from the Medical School for purposes of medical edu-
cation forever ; she agrees to ubo all gifts that may
hereafter be specifically given to the Medical School
for the same purpose, as well as all fees for tuition and
other receipts from the Medical School.

As her first instalment from her general fund for
this purpose she haB agreed to spend upon the Medical
School during the first year of the union or merger, one
hundred and twenty thousand dollars ($120,000), and
she understands that this sum does not represent the
limit of the annual budget that she will be likely
to vote for medical education. This sum includes
the estimated receipts from students' fees — about
$80,000.

Columbia guarantees forever to the governing
faculty the right of nomination to all teaching positions
in the school. The governing faculty is understood to
include only tho incumbents of the seven primary
chairs and their adjuncts.

Tho agreement goes into effect on the 1st of July,
1891.

Bills are now before both houses of the State legis-
lature authorizing the surrender of their charter by
the trustees of the College of Physicians and Surgeons.

It seems probable that the establishment of these
relations between Columbia College and the Medical
School, which had previously been only nominally
connected with the College, will lead, at an early date,
to the addition of a compulsory fourth year to the
medical course, under conditions ensuring permanence,
and a favorable influence upon the elevation of the
standard of medical education.

Street-Cleaning in Large Cities.
—

This sub-
ject will be treated in the April Popular Science
Monthly, by General EmmoiiB Clark, of New York.
The article will include some explicit practical sug-
gestions for the proper performance of this important
work.

THE THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF KOCH'S REM-
EÜY IN LUPUS VULGARIS.

An especial interest is involved in the application
of Koch's tuberculin to lupus because its cutaneous
situation allows its behavior under the remedy to be
watched most closely. One of the chief reasons given
for believing in the therapeutic value of Koch's remedy
in general tuberculosis was its alleged curative effect
upon lupus. The dermatologists were not the first to

experiment nor the first to express an opinion as to
the results obtained, but they have been studying the
remedy with all the care one would naturally expect.

" The Method of Koch in a Dermatological Point
of View," is the title of two articles in sucessive num-

bers of the Annales de Dermatologie et de Syphili-
graphie, by Dr. Georges Thibierge, which deserve
special attention on the part of all interested in the
remedy. In these articles the author reviews most
carefully all the cases that have been reported in
which the remedy has been used in dermatological
cases, and he reaches some interesting conclusions,
nearly as follows : The ameliorations produced in caseB

of lupus are incontestable, and are seen in France,
England and America as well as iu Germany.

In some cases there has been noticed a rapid dis-
appearance of the accompanying infiltration, but no

one has yet published a case which cau be considered
cured, that is to say, in which all the tubercles of lupus
without exception have ceased to be apparent. Tho
writer of the article in question even goes so far as to
make the statement that he knows on good authority
that the first lupus patients treated at Berlin are in an

almost stationary state, and that not one among them
has been relieved of all the lupus nodules even tem-

porarily. The case which has come the nearest to re-

covery is that of Morris and Priugle, in which the
cutaneoiiB lesions are completely repaired, the cicatrix
has become smooth, and there are no more lupus no-

dules to be seen. The lesions of the mucous mem-

branes, which were very considerable before treatment
have also undergone a favorable evolution ; but five
days after the conclusion of the treatment little no-

dules could be seen on the gums and the arch of
the palate, and a month later it was evident that
these lesions had become much more prominent,
and showed sigiiB of active increase. This case suffices
to show that the lesions, which still persist at the time
when the reaction after the injections of the remedy
has ceased, are capable of taking on renewed activity.
When tuberculous tissue persists, one must fear that
the recovery is not absolute.

The conclusion reached by our author, from all the
known cases, is to the effect that the method produces
in certain cases of lupus a genuine and considerable
amelioration ; it produces rapid cicatrization of ulcéra-
tions, but it has uot yet produced an apparently com-

plete recovery, much less a recovery that one is
authorized to hope will be lasting. It has, on the
other hand, produced a comparatively large number
of accidents more or less serious, and in two cases the
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death of the patient ; it leaves after its employment
visceral lesions, of which it is impossible to foresee
the end ; it reawakens sometimes latent tuberculous
lesions; so that it cannot be applied indiscriminately
to all lupus patients. Under these conditions, without
underestimating the high scientific and diagnostic value,
without denying the therapeutic value of the remedy,
it is necessary to counsel extreme prudence in its
employment, which should always receive the for-
mal consent of the patient.

This report, of which we have given but the barest
conclusions, without the facts on which they are based,
seems of extreme value in reaching the just apprecia-
tion of this new method of treating tuberculosis, a

method from which so much was hoped. It is evident
tbat the most sanguine views are not realized ; it is
equally evident that the remedy, or the method,
deserves earnest but careful study at the hands of its
friends, and patient waiting on the part of the inter-
ested public.

EFFECTS OF TUBERCULIN ON TUBERCULOUS
GUINEA-PIGS.

It will be remembered that at the Berlin Congress
Koch announced that he bad found a remedy (mean-
ing his fluid) which, when injected in tuberculous
guinea-pigs, would arrest the disease.

Later experimenters have not witnessed the same
results. Thus, Dujardiu-Beaumetz, at the Cochin
Hospital has inoculated guinea-pigs in advanced stages
of tuberculosis with tuberculin ; they rapidly suc-
cumbed. In another series of experiments he took
six healthy guinea-pigs ; the first two were inoculated,
first with tuberculosis, then with Koch's fluid ; the
third and fourth were inoculated, first with tuberculin,
then with tuberculous material ; the last two were
inoculated only with tuberculosis. All died at about
the same time aud with the same symptoms and
lesions ; in none were the symptoms made at all
better by injections of tuberculin.

At a late meeting of the Academy of Medicine,
Jaccoud announced similar results from an experiment
of his own, which, he thought, went to prove that the
antecedent impregnation of the orgauism by Koch's
liquid does not prevent the development of tubercu-
losis.

MEDICAL NOTES.
Medical Schools in Turkey. — In the Turkish

empire there are five medical schools, two in Beirut
and one in Constantinople, Cairo and Aintab. The
school in Cairo, which has a seven years' course, gives
a diploma which allows the holder to practice in Egypt
only. Except for this the Constantinople school, which
has a course of six years, is the only institution giving
a degree with the right to practice in the empire. The
other three schools are under the charge of different
missionary societies, and must send their graduates to
Constantinople for examination.

A Tribute to the Memory op Henry J. Bige-
low.—The Indian Medical Gazette for February,
says editorially that India is under a special debt of
gratitude to this great American surgeon. " It is to
Bigelow, and to him alone, that we owe the great
beneficent innovation of litbolapaxy, or lithotrity at
one sitting, and India, in many parts of which stone is
so prevalent, promises to profit by it in a very special
manner. . . . Those who have read this journal for
the last ten years need not be told how great and good
an invention this was." A sketch of his life is given,
and of the meeting at which " orations were delivered
by eminent medical men — Hodges, Wendell Holmes,
Henry Lee, Cheever, aud others."

Kochiana.
—

The legal price of Koch's fluid is
twenty-five marks for five cubic centimetres, about six
dollars. All dealers must return to the laboratory
any of the fluid which is unsold six months after it
was made, where they will receive a fresh supply in
exchange. A Western paper recommends tbat a simi-
lar law be passed in this country in reference to butter.

It is rumored tbat as a ruling has been made that
tuberculin is subject under the McKinley bill to a duty
of twenty-five per cent., there will soon be a lymph
factory started iu this country, and the pauper labor of
Europe will receive another severe blow.

A National Sanitarium. — Dr. W. T. Parker,
of Salem, Mass., who as a United States Army Sur-
geon has had opportunities for studying the climate of
the Southwest, iu connection with pulmonary con-

sumption, has written a letter to President Harrison,
urging him to ask Congress to establish a national
sanitarium for the treatment of consumption and to
authorize the president to appoint a committee of
three or more physicians to visit abandoned army
posts in central Mexico and southeastern Colorado,
select a site, and make a report within six months
after their appointment. They are to receive their
expenses, and a proper per diem compensation. The
secretary of war is to furnish this committee at once

with a list of abandoned government stations for them
to select from, aud the act also calls for an appropria-
tion of $50,000 to refit the station selected, and
maintain a hospital as proposed.

German Surgical Congress.—The twentieth
Congress of the German Surgical Society will be held
in Berlin from April 1st to the 4th, under the presi-
dency of Professor Thiersch. The first day of the
meeting will be devoted to Koch's treatment of tuber-
culosis, and the introductory address on this subject
will be delivered by Professor von Bergmann. Pa-
tients aud specimens illustrating the effects of the new

method will be exhibited.
Small Plates of Glass. — Assistant Secretary

Spaulding has informed the surveyor of customs at

Springfield that small plates of glass, with specimens
of natural history attached for microscopic purposes,
would seem to be entitled to free entry, when imported
for cabinets or as objects of science, and not for sale.
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He says such articles, if imported for sale, would be
dutiable at the rate of forty-five per cent ad valorem
as "glass cut," and that if imported by mail they
would be subject to seizure.

NEW ENGLAND.

Legislative Hearings, before the Committee on

Public Health, of the Massachusetts Legislature, were
held as follows during the week :

That unvaccinated children be allowed to attend
the public schools : The petitioners in this case are

those who have asked for a repeal of the law for
many years past. Two hearings bave been held, and
as yet the petitioners have not referred to the subject
of their request. There haB been a violent attack on

vaccination by these petitioners.
Hearing in relation to the registration of medical

degrees : The committee-room was well filled. Rev.
Minot J. Savage appeared for the remonstrants. Rev.
Solomon Schindler spoke on what should constitute a

physician. Mrs. Diaz, President of the Industrial
Union ; Mrs. Lake, Doctor of Divinity ; " Professor"
Carpenter, a " Doctor of Hypnotism "

; and Mrs.
Frost, of Lowell, appeared in the interests of " lib-
erty." " Dr." Bowker, a remonstrant, said that all
class legislation was forbidden by Article VII of the
State Constitution. " The Harvard Medical School
hasn't had a new idea since it was incorporated. Why,
gentlemen, the College would ' bust ' if a new idea
was forced into it. Playing baseball at Harvard Col-
lege is not making a doctor." Dr. Wilson appeared in
favor of the bill. The methods cf practice amongst
uneducated physicians were elaborated. Who do you
find visiting the poor ? Not the quack, so-called, but
the regular man who serves without pay. The quack
does not visit the poor because tliere is no money iu
it. Dr. Wilson's remarks were extended over the
space of more than an hour. They did not help the
cause he wished to represent.

Hearings before the Committee on Public Health
during the coming week : March 13th, petition fora
law to prevent the manufacture or sale of coiifectiouery
containing alcohol. March 17th, concerning notices
of contagious diseases. March 18th, petition that un-

vaccinated children be allowed to attend public schools,
continued.

NEW YORK.

Consolidation of St. Luke's-. Hospital and
the House op Rest. — Since last autumn negoti-
ations have been going on between the representatives
of St. Luke's Hospital and the House of Rest for Con-
sumptives, situated in the annexed district of the city
formerly known as Tremont, in Westchester County,
with a view to a consolidation of the two institutions,
both of which are charities conducted under the aus-

pices of the Episcopal Church. On February 28d
such action was taken by the Trustees of St. Luke's
Hospital that to bring about 6uch a consolidation there
is now only necessary favorable action by the Trus-
tees of the House of Rest. The project of consolidation
contemplates the transfer of most of the patieuts at the

latter to St. Luke's Hospital, and the sale or lease of
the property of the House of Rest, which is very ad-
vantageously situated. The House of Rest is to
retain its corporate existence as an organization to
enable it to take advantage of any bequests that may
be made to it ; while St. Luke's is to take the title of
the property, which consists of about sixty city lots,
valued at $100,000. In consideration of this transfer
and the further payment to it of all subscriptions and
bequests that may be received by the House of Rest,
the Hospital is to maintain, especially for consump-
tives, forty beds at the outset, and one additional bed
for each $5,000 that may be added to the original
property. In this way it is hoped that more effective
work for the same expenditure of money may be done.
The results already obtained by the House of Rest
have been entirely satisfactory as far as benefit to

patients is concerned, but the expense for the last few
years has been greater than the income ; and it is re-

garded as certain that the proposed plan will be agreed
to by its Trustees. The House of Rest for Consump-
tives was founded in 1869. Last year 219 patients
were treated, and the expenses were $14,832, while
the receipts from all sources were but $9,907.

Miscellany.
SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF

HYGIENE AND DEMOGRAPHY.
The International Congress of Hygiene and Demog-

raphy has been held (biennially as a rule) in each of
the following cities, Brussels, Paris, Turin, Geneva,
The Hague and Vienna. The last of these was the
Congress held in Vienna in 1887. The total number
of bygieuists and statisticians present from all parts of
the world was over two thousand. Before the close
of that Congress a Permanent International Commit-
tee was appointed to decide on time and place of
meeting of the next Congress of the series. On account
of the fact that it had been decided to bold a Hygienic
Congress in connection with the Paris Exhibition in
1889, it was resolved tbat the next International Con-
gress of the series should be held in 1891, and London
was chosen as its place of meeting. The date is Au-
gust 10th to 17th.

A Committee of the English Members attending the
Vienna Congress was formed, to take preliminary
steps to bring the matter before the public. They
issued invitations to universities, colleges, public cor-

porations, and learned societies, requesting them to
name delegates to form a General Committee. The
list of delegates nominated up to the present time is
large, aud other nominations are being received con-

stantly.
The aim of the Congress, as stated by this Commit-

tee, is to awaken public interest in the progress of
Hygiene and Demography, by which latter term is
understood the study of the life conditions of commun-
ities from ¡i statistical point of view ; to afford persons
interested in these subjects an opportunity of meeting,
with the object of advancing their progress ; and, by
conferences aud debates, to elucidate questions relatingI to hygiene, demography aud public health.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on July 8, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


